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his craving to extract mineral wealth from distant parts of the world, Rhodes represented well the views of
European imperialists who carved the world into colonies during the nineteenth century.

Throughout history strong societies have often sought to dominate their weaker neighbors by subjecting
them to imperial rule. They have built empires for various reasons: to gain control over natural resources, to
subdue potential enemies, to seize wealth, to acquire territory for expansion, and to win glory. From the days
of ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt to the present, imperialism has been a prominent theme of world history.

During the second half of the nineteenth century, as the Ottoman and Qing empires weakened, a handful
of western European states wrote a new chapter in the history of imperialism. Strong nationalist sentiments

i

enabled them to mobilize their populations for purposes of overseas expansion. Industrialization equipped lon
them with the most effective tools and the most lethal weapons available anywhere in the world. Three anc
centuries of experience with maritime trade in Asia, Africa, the Americas, and Oceania provided them with : sor
unparalleled knowledge of the world and its peoples. With those advantages, western European peoples :::
conquered foreign armies, overpowered local rulers, and imposed their hegemony throughout the world. -
Toward the end of the century, the United States and Japan joined European states as new imperial powers. hat
The establishment of global empires had far-reaching effects. In many ways, imperialism tightened dia
links between the world's societies. Imperial powers encouraged trade between dominant states and their 3 o
overseas colonies, for example, and they organized mass migrations of laborers to work in agricultural and Ec
industrial ventures. Yet imperialism also fostered divisions between the world’s peoples. Powerful tools, o
deadly weapons, and global hegemony tempted European peoples to consider themselves superior to 4 prc
their subjects throughout the world: modern racism is one of the legacies of imperialism. Another effect of 1 ﬂf"
4 nir

imperialism was the development of nationalism in subject lands. Just as the incursion of Napoleonic armies
stimulated the development of nationalism in Europe, so the imposition of foreign rule provoked nationalist
responses in colonized lands. Although formal empires almost entirely dissolved in the twentieth century,
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the influence of global imperialism continues to shape the contemporary world.

FOUNDATIONS OF EMPIRE

Even under the best of circumstances, campaigns to conquer
foreign lands have always been dangerous and expensive
ventures. They have arisen from a sense that foreign con-
quest is essential, and they have entailed the mobilization
of political, military, and economic resources. In nineteenth-
century Europe, proponents of empire advanced a variety
of political, economic, and cultural arguments to justify the
conquest and control of foreign lands. The imperialist ven-
tures that they promoted enjoyed dramatic success partly
because of the increasingly sophisticated technologies devel-
oped by European industry.

Motives of Imperialism

Modern imperialism The building of empires is an
old story in world history. By the nineteenth century, how-
ever, European observers recognized that empires of their
day were different from those of earlier times. Accordingly,
about mid-century they began to speak of imperialism, and
by the 1880s the recently coined term had made its way into
popular speech and writing throughout western Europe. In
contemporary usage, imperialism refers to the domination
of European powers—and later the United States and Japan
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as well—over subject lands in the larger world. Sometimes 8 inc

that domination came in the old-fashioned way, by forceof &  tat
arms, but often it arose from trade, investment, and busi-
ness activities that enabled imperial powers to profit from
subject societies and influence their affairs without goingto
the trouble of exercising direct political control.

Modern Colonialism Like the building of empires, the
establishment of colonies in foreign lands is a practice dat-
ing from ancient times. In modern parlance, however, colo-
nialism refers not just to the sending of colonists to settle
new lands but also to the political, social, economic, aﬂfi
cultural structures that enabled imperial powers to domi-
nate subject lands. In some lands, such as North Americd;.
Chile, Argentina, Australia, New Zealand, and south Africa;
European powers established settler colonies pOPUI"‘te'5|
largely by migrants from the home societies. Yet conte{ll'
porary scholars also speak of European colonies in Iﬂdja’;
southeast Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa, even though Euro”.
pean migrants did not settle there in large numbers. Euro-
pean agents, officials, and businesspeople effectively turne
those lands into colonies and profoundly influenced thel
historical development by controlling their domestic ant_-
foreign policies, integrating local economies into the 0=
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puropeans came to believe that imperial expansion and co-
onial domination were crucial for the survival of their states
and societies—and sometimes for the health of their per-
sonal fortunes as well. European merchants and entrepre-
geurs sometimes became fabulously wealthy from business
qentures in Asia or Africa, and they argued for their home
states to pursue imperialist policies partly to secure and en-
hance their own enterprises. After making his fortune mining
diamonds and gold, for example, Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902)
worked tirelessly on behalf of British imperial expansion.

Economic Motives of imperialism It is not difficult
to understand why entrepreneurs such as Rhodes would
ljromote overseas expansion, but their interests alone could
ot have driven the vast imperialist ventures of the late
nineteenth century. In fact, a wide range of motives encour-
aged European peoples to launch campaigns of conquest
and control. Some advocates argued that imperialism was in
the economic interests of European societies as well as indi-
viduals. They pointed out that overseas colonies could serve
as reliable sources of raw materials not available in Europe
that came into demand because of industrialization: rubber,
tin, and copper were vital products, for example, and by
the late nineteenth century petroleum had also become a
crucial resource for industrialized lands. Rubber trees were
indigenous to the Amazon River basin, but imperialists es-
tablished colonial rubber plantations in the Congo River
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basin and Malaya. Abundant supplies of tin were available
from colonies in southeast Asia and copper in central Africa.
The United States and Russia supplied most of the world’s
petroleum in the nineteenth century, but the oil fields of
southwest Asia attracted the attention of European industri-
alists and imperialists alike.

Proponents of imperialism also held that colonies would
consume manufactured products and provide a haven for mi-
grants in an age of rapidly increasing European population.
In fact, manufactured goods did not flow to most colonies in
large quantities, and European migrants went overwhelmingly
to independent states in the Americas rather than to overseas
colonies. Nevertheless, arguments arising from national eco-
nomic interest generated considerable support for imperialism.

Political Motives of Imperialism As European states
extended their influence overseas, a geopolitical argument
for imperialism gained prominence. Even if colonies were
not economically beneficial, imperialists held, it was crucial
for political and military reasons to maintain them. Some
overseas colonies occupied strategic sites on the world’s
sea lanes, and others offered harbors or supply stations for
commercial and naval ships. Advocates of imperialism
sought to gain those advantages for their own states and—
equally important—to deny them to rivals.

Imperialism had its uses also for domestic politics. In an
age when socialists and communists directly confronted in-
dustrialists, European politicians and national leaders sought
to defuse social tension and inspire patriotism by focusing
public attention on foreign imperialist ventures. Cecil Rhodes
himself once observed that imperialism was an attractive al-
ternative to civil war, and the German chancellor Otto von

Cecil Rhodes resting in
the goldfields of south
Africa, about 1897. His
dominating economic,
cultural, and political
influence on southern
African territories for
personal and British gain
was a model of European
imperialist values.
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thinking about TRADITIONS

Bismarck worked to persuade both industrialists and workers
that overseas expansion would benefit them all. By the end
of the nineteenth century, European leaders frequently orga-
nized colonial exhibitions where subject peoples displayed
their dress, music, and customs for tourists and the general
public in imperial lands, all in an effort to win popular sup-
port for imperialist policies.

Cultural Justifications of Imperialism Even spiri-
tual motives fostered imperialism. Like the Jesuits in the
early modern era, missionaries flocked to African and Asian
lands in search of converts to Christianity. Missionaries often
opposed imperialist ventures and defended the interests of
their converts against European entrepreneurs and colonial
officials. Nevertheless, their spiritual campaigns provided a
powerful religious justification for imperialism. Furthermore,
missionaries often facilitated communications between im-
perialists and subject peoples, and they sometimes provided
European officials with information they needed to main-
tain control of overseas colonies. Missionary settlements also
served as convenient meeting places for Europeans overseas
and as distribution centers for European manufactured goods.

While missionaries sought to introduce Christianity to
subject peoples, other Europeans worked to bring them
“civilization” in the form of political order and social sta-
bility. French imperialists routinely invoked the mission
civilisatrice (“civilizing mission”) as justification for their
expansion into Africa and Asia, and the English writer and
poet Rudyard Kipling (1864-1936) defined the “white man’s
burden” as the duty of European and Euro-American peo-
ples to bring order and enlightenment to distant lands.

Tools of Empire

Even the strongest motives would not have enabled impe-
rialists to impose their rule throughout the world without
the powerful technological advantages that industrialization
conferred on them. Ever since the introduction of gunpow-
der in the thirteenth century, European states had competed
vigorously to develop increasingly powerful military tech-
nologies. Industrialization enhanced those efforts by making
it possible to produce huge quantities of advanced weap-
ons and tools. During the nineteenth century, industrialists
devised effective technologies of transportation, commu-

nication, and war that enabled Europeap ;
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rialists to have their way in the larger B
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Transportation Technologies The e
important innovations in transportation involy, d
steamships and railroads. Small steamboatg plieg
the waters of the United States and Western By,
rope from the early nineteenth century. Dugip,
the 1830s British naval engineers adapted steam
power to military uses and built large, jrqp.
clad ships equipped with powerful guns, These
steamships traveled much faster than any sailing
vessel, and as an additional advantage they could ignore the
winds and travel in any direction. Because they could trave]
much farther upriver than sailboats, which depended on cop.
venient winds, steamships enabled imperialists to project
power deep into the interior regions of foreign lands. Thys

in 1842 the British gunboat Nemesis led an expedition up the Te
Yangzi River that brought the Opium War to a conclusion,
Steam-powered gunboats later introduced European power G
to inland sites throughout Africa and Asia. :
The construction of new canals enhanced the effec Te
tiveness of steamships. Both the Suez Canal (constructed
1859-18G9) and the Panama Canal (constructed 1904-1914) Y
facilitated the building and maintenance of empires by en-
abling naval vessels to travel rapidly between the world’s T,
seas and oceans. They also lowered the costs of trade be-
tween imperial powers and subject lands. T
Once imperialists had gained control of overseas lands;
railroads helped them to maintain their hegemony and or- B

ganize local economies to their own advantage. Rail trans-

portation enabled colonial officials and armies to travel T
quickly through the colonies. It also facilitated trade in raw
materials and the distribution of European manufactured 1
goods in the colonies. ' =
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Military Technologies European industrialists also
churned out enormous quantities of increasingly powerﬁll : /
weapons. The most advanced firearms of the early nine-
teenth century were smoothbore, muzzle-loading mUSke?S- \
When large numbers of infantry fired their muskets at once,
the resulting volley could cause havoc among opponents:
Yet it took a skilled musketeer about one minute to reload 3 1

weapon, and because of its smoothbore, the musket was not ;
a very accurate firearm. By mid-century European armies.
were using breech-loading firearms with rifled bores that
were far more accurate and reliable than muskets. BY. Fh-e
1870s Europeans were experimenting with rifled macl?lﬂi
guns, and in the 1880s they adopted the Maxim gun, 2 lig_l(}. -
and powerful weapon that fired eleven bullets per 50"
Those firearms provided European armies with an arsff: :
nal vastly stronger than any other in the world. Accuratef; .
fles and machine guns devastated opposing overseas forct:;
enabling European armies to impose colonial rule almos
will. In 1898, for example, a British army with twenty _
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ipling on the White Man's Burden

sed in northern India for the first six years
rew up speaking Hindi, and he mixed easily
bjects of the British empire. After attending a
in England, he returned to India in 1882 and
list and writer. Many of his works express his
ent with India, but he also believed strongly
Indeed, he wrote his famous poem titled

an’s Burden” to encourage the United States
nial rule in the Philippines. While recognizing
ity of foreign rule, Kipling considered ita duty
colonial fands and to serve subject peoples.

e White Man's burden—
orth the best ye breed—
your sons to exile

ve your captives’ need;
in‘heavy harness,

ttered folk and wild—
w-caught, sullen peoples,
vil and half-child.

he White Man’s burden—

ience to abide,

he threat of terror

heck the show of pride;

peech and simple,

indred times made plain,
nother’s profit,

work for another’s gain.

e White Man's burden—
ge wars of peace—
the mouth of Famine
bid the sickness cease;
1en your goal is nearest
nd for others sought,
oth and heathen Folly
 all your hope to nought.

the White Man’s burden—
tawdry rule of kings,

il of serf and sweeper—

tale of common things.
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QLI_HS and six gunboats encountered a Sudanese force
idurman, near Khartoum on the Nile River. During
ours of fighting, the British force lost a few hundred
vhile machine guns and explosive charges fired from
ats killed thousands of Sudanese. The battle of Om-
n opened the door for British colonial rule in Sudan.
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The ports ye shall not enter,
The roads ye shall not tread,

Go make them with your living,
And mark them with your dead.

Take up the White Man’s burden—
And reap his old reward:
The blame of those ye better,
The hate of those ye guard—
The cry of hosts ye humor
(Ah, slowly!) toward the light;—
“Why brought ye us from bondage,
“Qur loved Egyptian night?”

Take up the White Man’s burden—
Ye dare not stoop to less—
Nor call too loud on Freedom
To cloak your weariness;
By all ye cry or whisper,
By all ye leave or do,
The silent, sullen peoples
Shall weigh your Gods and you.

Take up the White Man’s burden—
Have done with childish days—

The lightly proffered laurel,
The easy, ungrudged praise.

Comes now, to search your manhood
Through all the thankless years,

Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,
The judgment of your peers!

For Further Reflection

m Compare and contrast the sorts of adjectives Kipling use
to describe native peoples as opposed to Europeans;
how does his very language usage convey his sense of
white superiority?

source: Rudyard Kipling. “The White Man'’s Burden.” McClure's
Magazine 12, no. 4 (1899): 290-91.
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Communications Technologies Communicatior
also benefited from industrialization. Oceangoing steamshiy
reduced the time required to deliver messages from imperi
capitals to colonial Jands. In the 1830s it took as long as tw
years for a British correspondent to receive a reply to a lett.
sent to India by sailing ship. By the 1850s, however, after tl
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introduction of steamships,
correspondence could make
the round-trip between Lon-
don and Bombay in four
months. After the opening
of the Suez Canal in 1869,
steamships traveled from
Britain to India in less than
two weeks.

The invention of the tele-
graph made it possible to ex-
change messages even faster.
Telegraph wires carried com-
munications over land from
the 1830s, but only in the
1850s did engineers devise
reliable submarine cables for
the transmission of mes-
sages through the oceans.
By 1870, submarine cables
carried messages between |
Britain and India in about
five hours. By 1902, cables
linked all parts of the Brit-
ish empire throughout the
world, and other European
states maintained cables to
support communications with their own colonies. Their mo-
nopoly on telegraphic communications provided imperial
powers with distinct advantages over their subject lands.
Imperial officials could rapidly mobilize forces to deal with
troubles, and merchants could respond quickly to develop-
ments of economic and commercial significance. Rapid com-
munication was an integral structural element of empire.

EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM

Aided by powerful technologies, European states launched
an unprecedented round of empire building in the second
half of the nineteenth century. Imperial expansion began
with the British conquest of India. Competition between im-
perial powers led to European intrusion into central Asia and
the establishment of colonies in southeast Asia. Fearful that
rivals might gain control over some region that remained
free of imperial control, European states embarked on a cam-
paign of frenzied expansion in the 1880s that brought almost
all of Africa and Pacific Ocean territories into their empires.

The British Empire in India

The British empire in south Asia and southeast Asia grew
out of the mercantile activities of the English East India
Company, which enjoyed a monopoty on English trade with
India. The East India Company obtained permission from
the Mughal emperors of India to build fortified posts on
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Thousands of spectators gathered on the banks of the Suez Canal in 1869 to watch a parade of §
opened the canal by proceeding from the Mediterranean to the Red Sea. The Suez and Panama cand
the most strategic waterways in the world because they significantly shortened maritime routes bo i
Europe and the lands bardering the Indian and Paific oceans and between one coast of North Alr
ports on the ather side of South America. :

the coastlines. There, company agents traded fo
stored commodities in warehouses until comp
rived to transport them to Europe. In the seve
tury, company merchants traded mostly for In:
and cotton, Chinese silk and porcelain, and fing
southeast Asia. During the eighteenth centu :
fee became the most prominent trade items, &
consumers acquired a taste for both bever
have never lost. :

Company Rule After the death of the e r
zeb in 1707, the Mughal state entered a pei
and many local authorities asserted their.
of Mughal rule. The East India Company -t
of Mughal weakness to strengthen and ex]
ing posts. In the 1750s company officials emy
outright conquest of India. Through diplom
tary campaigns, the company conquered au
dian kingdoms and reduced Mughal rule €0
area around Delhi. Part of the British polic
was the “doctrine of lapse,” greatly resentec
If an Indian ruler failed to produce a biologi
to the throne, his territories lapsed to the¢
his death. By the mid-nineteenth century, thi
India Company had annexed huge areas of:
established control over present-day Pakista
Burma, and Sti Lanka. Company rule was:




